Outbreak of the First Balkan War

Austria and particularly the Heir-Apparent wants war. The
Emperor Francis Joseph is the only one against. This was
told me by the Dominic Radziwills who live in Galicia and
who arrived here to-day.

Kleinitz, 8th October, 1912.

One is still suspended between war and peace, and I have
the feeling guns might go ofF by themselves the situation is
so tense. People maintain circumstances might draw France
and Germany closer together which would be a miracle. It
is to be hoped you in Italy will be able to make a good peace
because the Austrians with the Archduke at their head would
cut out your work for you.

Kleinitz, I2th-i6th October, 1912.

War has begun and Montenegro is the spark which the
small Balkan States have struck to ignite the powder. All
the European Bourses are continually falling and one cannot
pretend that we are not passing through a crisis of unques-
tioned gravity. Someone wrote me yesterday that we must
pin our hopes to the wisdom of the governments who are
wise hi self-interest, which is certainly the best reason for
being so. Let us hope. I think that to-morrow I shall know
something on the subject of your peace because to-night
should see the end of the reprieve which you have allowed
the Turks. I find it astonishing of Turkey not to be afraid
of a struggle with all the world because it is certain that
war in the Balkans cannot remain localised and I do nothing
but ask myself whether we shan't see in 1913 the long
dreaded conflict between the Triple Alliance and the Triple
Entente.

The newspaper which I got this morning says that France
is proposing a Conference; in my opinion this would be but
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